Oncology Specialty Internship
Who

The UMN oncology service is a close-knit team that works in collabora on with a mul tude of clinical
services and research teams. Our trainee team comprises 4 medical oncology residents and 1 oncology
specialty intern working under the supervision of 3 medical oncologists and 1 radia on oncologist (also
boarded in medical oncology). We are supported by 4 medical oncology technicians, 3 radia on therapy
technicians, and 1 veterinary technician assistant. As a comprehensive oncology care center, we work
closely with our surgery service, comprising 6 ACVS diplomates, including 1 fellowship-trained surgical
oncologist, and 7 surgical residents. The Veterinary Medical Center also boasts 3 ACVR diplomate
radiologists, and 2 residents, in addi on to board cer ﬁed specialists in 15 other disciplines, including an
internist who is fellowship-trained in interven onal radiology. Along with our strong clinical team, we are
also aﬃliated with the Masonic Cancer Center, an NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center, and the
Medical School, which boasts over 500 research scien sts. The Animal Cancer Care and Research (ACCR)
Program integrates resources from the College of Veterinary Medicine and the Masonic Cancer Center,
with more than 60 aﬃliated inves gators. Clinical trial opportuni es are supported by the Clinical
Inves ga on Center (CIC) located within our College of Veterinary Medicine. The CIC is the only
infrastructure within the Twin Ci es Campus that supports the design and conduc on of both clinical
trials with companion animals and preclinical transla onal studies.

What

We provide a one-year oncology internship program that will focus on medical oncology and radia on
oncology clinical trials in a busy, metropolitan academic prac ce. Medical oncology and radia on
oncology are integrated in one service, providing a strong team-oriented approach to pa ent care. The
oncology service alone sees over 4,000 admissions per year, while the annual caseload of the hospital is
over 40,000. We prac ce in a modern hospital with
state-of-the-art diagnos c equipment including Kodak
CR, Eklin DR, Kodak PACS, color-ﬂow Doppler
ultrasonography, digital ﬂuoroscopy, 64-slice spiral CT,
3.0T MRI, and nuclear scin graphy, with PET/CT
available at the Center for Clinical Imaging Research on
the Minneapolis campus. Advanced therapeu c
modali es include interven onal radiology, and
electron/photon radia on therapy with
IMRT/IGRT/SBRT capability. We coordinate care
alongside surgical and radia on oncologists, and
par cipate in weekly integrated rounds with specialists
from each discipline to ensure comprehensive care.
This program priori zes involvement in oncology clinical trials and the successful applicant will assume
primary case responsibility under the direct supervision of the Principal Inves gator for client-owned
companion animals enrolled in clinical trials. The oncology intern will also work closely with the Clinical
Inves ga on Center (CIC), which supports the design and facilita on of many of the oncology clinical
trials. The intern will gather diverse experience in clinical oncology (medical and radia on oncology),
clinical trial design, case recruitment, and client communica on. Pending the number of ac ve cases in
trials each week, the intern will also gain experience in rou ne, non-clinical trial oncology case
management. The intern will also have exposure to an outstanding research community at the College of
Veterinary Medicine, Medical School and Masonic Cancer Center, which provide extensive seminars,

rounds, and innova ve transla onal research opportuni es. Pending the applicant’s interest, there is an
opportunity to a end a na onal conference.

Where

The Veterinary Medical Center is located on the St. Paul campus, approximately 3 miles from the center
of the University of Minnesota-Twin Ci es Campus. Located near major highways and approximately 10
minutes from either downtown Minneapolis or St. Paul, opportuni es for both urban and suburban
living abound. Minneapolis is home to a thriving food and cra beer scene, including greater than 50
cra breweries (where we host our weekly textbook review), as well as endless opportuni es for the
arts, culture and professional sports. The Twin Ci es are consistently ranked among the top places to
live, and have been honored with the tles of one of the ﬁ est ci es, as well as most bikeable ci es,
with one of the best metroparks systems in the country. The Minneapolis-St. Paul Interna onal Airport, a
major hub for Delta Airlines, is a mere 20 minute drive from the hospital, making travel possible to
almost anywhere in the world. The oncology internship and residency at the University of Minnesota is
one of the few programs where living in a major metropolitan area is feasible both in terms of geography
as well as cost of living.

Why

This internship program oﬀers an ideal balance of high caseload to maximize clinical experience, and
ample didac c and research training to solidify clinical experience. We provide a variety of mentorship
styles to help interns grow as clinicians and scien sts. Our program provides a tailored experience for
trainees, and helps them to achieve their goals of successfully obtaining a residency in medical oncology
and/or radia on oncology.
For addi onal informa on, please contact Dr. Antonella Borga , Residency Program Director
(borga @umn.edu) or one of our team members listed below.
ONCOLOGY FACULTY
Dr. Jessica Lawrence, Radia on Oncologist (jlawrenc@umn.edu)
Dr. Amber Wolf-Ringwall, Oncology Sec on Chief (wolfr010@umn.edu)
Dr. Mike Henson, Interim Hospital Director (henso001@umn.edu)
Dr. Antonella Borga , Clinical Inves ga on Center Director (borga @umn.edu)
MEDICAL ONCOLOGY RESIDENTS
Dr. Jack O’Day, third year resident (joday@umn.edu)
Dr. Julia Medland, second year resident (medla004@umn.edu)
Dr. Rose Dicovitsky, ﬁrst year resident (rdicovitsky@gmail.com)
Dr. Alana Kuzmik, ﬁrst year resident (kuzmi017@umn.edu)
*Internship details: h ps://www.virmp.org/Program/Detail/14111
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